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asteries the bishops and their clergy made
tours, more or less comprehensive, through
the dioceses, and in course of time there
arose, under episcopal government, a certain
number of central churches which came to
be called the " Old Minsters." To them the
Christians brought their children to be
baptized, there the worship was worthily and
regularly performed, and priests might always
be found. But such churches were few and
far between, and their clergy could not know
and visit the people of the isolated and self-
centred villages that sprang up in the English
back-woods.

There was obvious need for a local clergy,
and not only was there a need, from a Chris-
tian point of view, but the converts had been
accustomed while still pagan to a local
priesthood, and expected their new religion
to provide it under the changed conditions.
Among all the Teutonic tribes it was the
custom that the chief or lord should have a
temple of his own for his pagan Worship,
and that it should be occupied by a priest
of his appointment. At that temple his
dependents had to worship, and to it they
brought their customary offerings. It was
a source of profit to the lord, who was its
owner and the master of the priest. But the